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Rules and Deadlines

Montana SGO

Key timing rules, limits, and compliance reminders for Montana'’s scholarship tax credit program
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Use an Approved Montana SSO
Donations eligible for the credit must be made to an approved Student
Scholarship Organization listed on Montana's Education Donations Portal.

Credit Is First-Come, First-Served

The statewide credit cap is reserved based on when the SSO reports
the donation in the portal, not simply when the donor gives the money.
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Preapproval Is Required

The Montana Department of Revenue must preapprove the credit
before it can be claimed on a tax return.

Portal Opening Date

For each tax year, SSOs begin reporting new donations when the
Education Donations Portal opens on the third Wednesday of
January at 10:00 a.m. MST.

2026 Statewide Cap

For tax year 2026, the Student Scholarship Organization credit cap
is $7.2 million statewide. Credits remain available only until the cap
is fully reserved.

Invalid Credits Reopen

If preapproved credits later become invalid, they return to the
available pool at 9:00 a.m. MDT on the first Wednesday of
October each tax year.

Claim and Carryforward

The credit is nonrefundable. Unused credit may be carried forward
for up to 3 years, subject to Montana tax rules.
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